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Introduction

Maryland State law allows for U.S. citizens who are Maryland residents to register to vote at 16 years old,
but that doesn’t immediately allow them to vote in every and any election. Despite being able to register
to vote at 16, these residents are unable to vote in state and federal elections until they will be at least 18
years old by the next general election. However, local municipalities can lower the voting age to allow
anyone 16 years old or older to cast ballots in local elections, such as for city council members, mayor,
local charter amendments, and the like.

In 2013, Takoma Park City, Maryland was the first location in the United States to lower the voting age
from 18 to 16 years old for local elections. Since that time, five additional Maryland cities have also
lowered the voting age to 16: Greenbelt, Hyattsville, Riverdale Park, and Mount Rainier. Despite this
gradual expansion of suffrage across a handful of Maryland cities, the level of public support for lowering
the voting age from 18 down to 16 years has generally been unknown. To what extent do Maryland
residents support lowering the voting age to 16 for local or state elections?

To seek answers to this question, several survey questions were included within a University of
Maryland-Washington Post poll. The poll was conducted by telephone Sepember. 22-27, 2022, among a



random sample of 810 registered voters in the state of Maryland. Interviews were conducted by live
interviewers, with 79 percent conducted on cellphones and 21 percent on land-lines. Overall, the results
have a margin of sampling error of plus or minus four percentage points. Sampling and data collection
was conducted by Braun Research of Princeton, N.J.

Two survey questions were presented to respondents to assess the level of support people registered to
vote in Maryland have for lowering the voting age to 16 for either local or state level elections. This
report gives an overview of the level of support for lowering the voting age to 16 years old and an initial
look at how that support breaks down by various demographics such as age, race and ethnicity, sex, party
affiliation, and region. Overall the results show that support for lowering the voting age in either local or
state-wide elections, is generally low, with a majority of respondents strongly supportive of keeping the
voting age at 18. However, support is not entirely absent nor substantially insignificant and there is
variation of net support across groups. The survey guestions and summary of the results follow.

Survey questions

The two questions of interest asked to registered Maryland voters can be seen below. After respondents
were asked whether they supported lowering the voting age or preferred it be kept at 18, they were asked
a follow up question assessing the strength of their position. The survey questions and summary of the
response options are shown below.

“Some places in Maryland allow 16 and 17-year-olds to vote in local elections. Do you support setting the
voting age at 16 for local elections in your community, or should the voting age be 18? Do you feel that
way strongly or somewhat?”

1 Support setting the voting age at 16, strongly

2 Support setting the voting age at 16, somewhat
3 The voting age should be 18, somewhat

4 The voting age should be 18, strongly

8 DK/No opinion

9 NA/Refused

“Now thinking about state level elections, such as for governor, would you support lowering the voting
age to 16 for state elections in Maryland, or should the voting age remain at 18? Do you feel that way
strongly or somewhat?”

1 Support setting the voting age at 16, strongly

2 Support setting the voting age at 16, somewhat
3 The voting age should be 18, somewhat

4 The voting age should be 18, strongly

8 DK/No opinion

9 NA/Refused



Results
Overall, there’s little support for lowering the voting age to 16 for local and state elections. Figure 1
displays poll results for registered voters in Maryland. Roughly a quarter of registered voters strongly or

somewhat support lowering the voting age to 16 for local elections, but the vast majority, approximately
73.5%, prefer keeping the voting at 18.

Figure 1. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for Local Elections
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Resistance to lowering the voting age is stronger when it comes to state elections, as shown in Figure 2.
Approximately 17.6% support allowing 16 year olds to vote in state elections either strongly or
somewhat, but approximately 81% of registered Maryland voters would prefer to only allow 18 year olds
to vote in state elections. It’s unclear why there is stronger opposition to lowering the voting age for state
elections compared to local elections. This is an area future research should explore.

Figure 2. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for State Elections
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However, it is clear to see where the majority of support and opposition come from once poll results are
broken down into age groups. Figure 3 shows that most of the support for lowering the local election
voting age to 16 years old comes from relatively younger Maryland voters; approximately 44.1% of 18 to
29 year old respondents and 38.2% of those aged 30 to 39 years old either strongly or somewhat support
lowering the voting age for local elections. There is marginal support from voters aged 40 to 64 years old
and 65 years or older, but the vast majority of both age groups think that the voting age should remain at
18 years old for local elections. Results for state elections are not shown here but reveal similar trends
among registered voters in Maryland, which are available in the appendix along with cross tabulations of
the poll results as well.

Figure 3. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for Local Elections by Age
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Figure 4. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for Local Elections by Gender
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e Females are more likely to support lowering the voting age to 16 for local elections than males by
more than ten percentage points.
o 30.8% of females support setting the voting age at 16, while 67.5% say it should be 18.

o 18.4% of males support setting the voting age at 16, while 80.2% say it should be 18.



Figure 5. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for Local Elections
by Race and Ethnicity
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e When examining the results by racial and ethnic groups, Whites are clearly less likely to support
lowering the voting age to 16 than non-Whites.
o Among Whites, 21.4 % support setting the voting age at 16 for local elections.
o 31.9% of Blacks say they support lowering the voting age to 16, and slightly larger shares

of Asians, Hispanics, and others (33.2%) say the same.



Figure 6. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for Local Elections by Region
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e Residents of the Washington D.C. suburbs and Baltimore City are more likely to support lowering
the voting age to 16 for local elections compared to those living in the rest of Maryland.
o The group most favorable to lowering the voting age to 16 is Prince George’s County
residents, with nearly half (46%) supporting it. Montgomery County (32.8%) and
Baltimore City (28.5%) follow.
o The Central region excluding Baltimore City (19.7%), and Western, Southern, and Eastern

Shore region (13.3%) show a relatively low level of support for the voting age at 16.



Figure 7. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for Local Elections by Party
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e Although majorities across partisan groups say the voting age should be 18, there are large

differences along the partisan lines.
o About one third of Democrats (35.7%) support lowering the voting age to 16 compared
with only 7.8% of Republicans.
o Support among Independents and others, while more favorable than Republicans, is also

not high, with 17.8% supporting it.



Appendix

Figure A-1. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for State Elections by Age
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Figure A-2. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for State Elections by Gender
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Figure A-3. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for State Elections
by Race and Ethnicity
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Figure A-4. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for State Elections by Region

Montgomery
County

Prince George's
County

Baltimore City

Central MD

Western/
Southern/
Eastern Shore

0% 10% 20%  30% 40% 50% 60%  70%  80%  S0% 100%

W Setat 16 " Keepat18 M No opinion



Figure A-5. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for State Elections by Party
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Table A-1. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16

Local Elections State Elections
Set at 16, strongly 11.2% 8.9%
Set at 16, somewhat 13.8% 8.7%
Keep at 18, somewhat 14.8% 14.0%
Keep at 18, strongly 58.7% 67.0%
No opinion 1.6% 1.4%

Table A-2. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for Local Elections by Age

Setatle Keep at 18 No opinion
Age 18-29 44 1% 52.6% 3.3%
Age 30-39 38.2% 61.8%
Age 40-64 18.1% 80.7% 1.2%
Age 65+ 14.0% 84.1% 1.9%

Table A-3. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for Local Elections by Gender

Setat 16 Keep at 18 No opinion
Male 18.4% 80.2% 1.4%
Female 30.8% 67.5% 1.7%

Table A-4. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for Local Elections
by Race and Ethnicity

Setat 16 Keep at 18 No opinion
White 21.4% 76.9% 1.79%
Black 31.9% 67.9% 0.3%

Others 33.2% 62.9% 4.0%



Table A-5. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for Local Elections by Region

Setat 16 Keep at 18 No opinion
Montgomery County 32.8% 64.69% 2.6%
Prince George’s 46.0% 53.4% 0.6%
County
Baltimore City 28.5% 70.9% 0.6%
Central MD 19.7% 77.9% 2.4%
Western/Southern/ 13.3% 96.3% 0.4%

Eastern Shore

Table A-6. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for Local Elections by Party

Setat 16 Keep at 18 No opinion
Democrat 35.7% 62.5% 1.9%
Republican 7.8% 91.4% 0.8%
Independent/Other 17.8% 80.5% 1.6%

Table A-7. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for State Elections by Age

Setat 16 Keep at 18 No opinion
Age 18-29 26.4% 72.0% 1.6%
Age 30-39 31.4% 68.6%
Age 40-64 14.2% 84.0% 1.8%
Age 65+ 7.3% 91.5% 1.3%

Table A-8. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for State Elections by Gender
Setat 16 Keep at18 No opinion
Male 13.8% 84.5% 1.6%

Female 20.9% 77.9% 1.2%



Table A-9. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for State Elections
by Race and Ethnicity

Setati1e Keep at 18 No opinion
White 15.9% 82.5% 1.6%
Black 19.7% 80.3%
Others 25.0% 71.8% 3.2%

Table A-10. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for State Elections by Region

Setat 16 Keep at 18 No opinion
Montgomery County 28.5% 69.3% 2.2%
Prince George's 30.9% 69.1%
County
Baltimore City 20.2% 79.2% 0.6%
Central MD 11.6% 86.7% 1.6%
Western/Southern/ 10.1% 88.2% 1.6%

Eastern Shore

Table A-11. Support for Lowering the Voting Age to 16 for State Elections by Party

Setat 16 Keep at 18 No opinion
Democrat 23.9% 74.7% 1.3%
Republican 5.6% 93.8% 0.6%

Independent/Other 15.5% 82.1% 2.4%



Methodology and Funding Statement As Published by the Washington Post!

“This poll was jointly sponsored and funded by The Washington Post and The University of Maryland's
Center for Democracy and Civic Engagement within the College of Behavioral and Social Science's
Department of Government and Politics. The poll includes interviews in English.

A total of 810 interviews were completed through a stratified random sample from a database of
Maryland registered voters maintained by Aristotle, Inc., in which voters have been matched to landline
and cellular phone numbers.

This survey uses statistical weighting procedures to account for deviations in the survey sample from
known population characteristics, which helps correct for differential survey participation and random
variation in samples.

The sample was weighted to match population estimates for the demographic makeup of Maryland
registered voters, as detailed in the table below.

Source of weighting benchmarks

Weighting factors Registered voter sample

Sex

Race/Ethnicity 2016-2020 Current Population Survey
Education (CPS) voting and registration supplement
White X College degree

Age

Region within state Maryland State Board of Elections

Party registration

Turnout in 2016, 2018 and 2020 general

. Aristotle voter file
elections

All error margins have been adjusted to account for the survey’s design effect, which is 1.4 for this
survey. The design effect is a factor representing the survey’s deviation from a simple random sample and
takes into account decreases in precision due to sample design and weighting procedures. Surveys that do
not incorporate a design effect overstate their precision.”

https://docs-cdn-prod.news-engineering.aws.wapo.pub/publish_document/952cc690-5aac-4228-bdf3-
4d8ecc8d3b12/published/952cc690-5aac-4228-bdf3-4d8ecc8d3b12.pdf



https://docs-cdn-prod.news-engineering.aws.wapo.pub/publish_document/952cc690-5aac-4228-bdf3-4d8ecc8d3b12/published/952cc690-5aac-4228-bdf3-4d8ecc8d3b12.pdf
https://docs-cdn-prod.news-engineering.aws.wapo.pub/publish_document/952cc690-5aac-4228-bdf3-4d8ecc8d3b12/published/952cc690-5aac-4228-bdf3-4d8ecc8d3b12.pdf

Demographics of weighted sample

% of Maryland registered voters

Men 46

Women 54

Age 18-39 35

Age 40-64 42

Age 65+ 23

High school or less 27
Some college 27
Bachelor’s degree 25
Post-graduate 21
White, non-Hispanic 61
Black, non-Hispanic 28
Hispanic 5
Other/Multiple 7
Registered Democrat 54
Registered Republican 24
Registered Indep/Other 22




