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CUTIVE SUMMARY

s talking points document aims to
rovide a clear and compelling case for
lowering the voting age to 16. It outlines
the benefits of engaging young people in
the democratic process early, emphasizing
that it can lead to lifelong voting habits
and higher voter turnout. The document
also addresses common
counterarguments, providing evidence
that 16- and 17-year-olds are capable of
voting responsibly and independently.
Ultimately, the goal is to advocate for the
inclusion of youth voices in elections to
strengthen democracy and increase civic

participation.
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WHY SHOULD WE LOWER THE VOTING
AGE TO 16 FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS?

Main Argument
Lowering the voting age can create lifelong voters and
lead to a long-term increase in voter turnout.

KEY POINTS IN SUPPORT OF
VOTE16
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WHY SHOULD WE LOWER THE VOTING
AGE TO 16 FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS?

Counter Argument
Sixteen- and 17-Year-Olds Will Just Copy Their Parents’
Votes

KEY POINTS IN SUPPORT OF
VOTE16
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WHY SHOULD WE LOWER THE VOTING
AGE TO 16 FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS?

Main Argument
Lowering the voting age would ensure that elected
officials listen to young people and address their
concerns.

KEY POINTS IN SUPPORT OF
VOTE16

Main Argument
Sixteen- and 17-year-olds deserve the right to vote on
issues that affect them.
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WHY SHOULD WE LOWER THE VOTING
AGE TO 16 FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS?

Counter Argument
Lowering the Voting Age Is Just a Ploy to Get More
Votes for Democrats

KEY POINTS IN SUPPORT OF
VOTE16
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WHY SHOULD WE LOWER THE VOTING
AGE TO 16 FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS?

Main Argument
Lowering the voting age can encourage better civics
education

KEY POINTS IN SUPPORT OF
VOTE16
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Main Argument
We need bold ideas to reinvigorate participation in democracy, and
lowering the voting age is one of these potential solutions
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WHY SHOULD WE LOWER THE VOTING
AGE TO 16 FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS?

Counter Argument
Sixteen- and 17-year-olds are not legal adults

KEY POINTS IN SUPPORT OF
VOTE16
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Counter Argument
Slippery slope: Why stop at 16? Why not extend voting rights to
15-year-olds or 12-year-olds or even younger?
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WHERE HAS THIS BEEN DONE IN THE
UNITED STATES

Albany, California- all local elections
Berkeley, California — school board elections
Brattleboro, Vermont — all local elections
Greenbelt, Maryland — all local elections
Hyattsville, Maryland — all local elections
Oakland, California — school board elections
Riverdale Park, Maryland — all local elections
Newark, New Jersey- school board elections
Takoma Park, Maryland — all local elections
Somerset, Maryland - all local elections
Cheverly, Maryland - all local elections
Chevy Chase, Maryland - all local elections

Mount Rainier, Maryland - all local elections
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THINGS TO AVOID

DO NOT argue by analogy

DO NOT use words like “kids” or “teenagers”

DO NOT compare this to other movements to expand suffrage
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